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BENEDICT
BISHOP
SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD

TO OUR VENERABLE BROTHER GEORGE JOSEPH LLUCAS, UNTIL NOW BISHOP OF
SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS, TRANSFERRED TO THE ARCHDIOCESE OF OMAHA,
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BLESSING.

AS SUCCESSOR OF BLESSED PETER AND FATHER OF THE LORD’S ENTIRE FAMILY,
WE EARNESTLY DESIRE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATELY FOR THE METROPOLITAN
CHURCH OF OMAHA, WHICH IS VACANT OWING TO THE REIGNATION OF HIS
EXCELLENCY THE MOST REVEREND ELDEN FRANCIS CURTISS. ACCORDINGLY,
YOU, VENERABLE BROTHER, ENDOWED AS YOU ARE WITH PROVEN QUALITIES
OF MIND AND HEART AND MUCH PASTORAL EXPERIENCE, SEEM SUITABLE TO
BE ASSIGNED TO IT.

THEREFORE, ACCEPTING THE OPNINION OF THE CONGREGATION FOR BISHOPS,
BY THE SUPREME APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY, WE RELEASE YOU FROM THE PRIOR
BOND OF THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS, AND WE APPOINT YOU
METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOP OF OMAHA, WITH ALL RIGHTS BEING GRANTED
AND, LIKEWISE, OBLIGATIONS IMPOSED. INDEED, WE MANDATE THAT THIS
LETTER BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF YOUR CLERGY AND YOUR PEOPLE;
AND WE EXHORT THEM TO ABIDE BY YOU READILY AND TO REMAIN IN
COMMUNION WITH YOU ALWAYS.

FINALLY, VENERABLE BROTHER, WITH THE VIRGIN MARY INTERCEDING, WE
BESEECH FOR YOU THE CHOICEST GIFTS OF THE PARACLETE SPIRIT: AIDED BY
THEM, YOU WILL FULFILL THIS NEW OFFICE OF SHEPHERD BY WORDS AND,
ESPECIALLY, BY THE PERSUASIVE ELOQUENCE OF LIFE EXAMPLE, MINDFUL OF
THE WELL-KNOWN DICTUM, “WORDS IMPRESS, BUT EXAMPLES PERSUADE.”



IN ADDITION, MAY THE PEACE AND LIGHT OF CHRIST BE EVER WITH YOU AND
WITH THE ECCLESIAL COMMUNITY OF OMAHA, WHICH IS SO VERY DEAR TO US.

GIVEN AT ROME, AT ST. PETER’S, ON THE THIRD DAY OF THE MONTH OF JUNE, IN

THE YEAR OF THE LORD TWO THOUSAND NINE, THE FIFTH OF OUR PONTIFICATE.

POPE BENEDICT XVI1

Bryan Chestle,
Protonotary Apostolic



