
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
October 29, 2010 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

As you know from the events of the past several weeks the Hermit Intercessors of the Lamb have been 
suppressed as a public association of the faithful in the Catholic Church. As former lay companions of the 
Intercessors I know that most of you are aware of the circumstances which led to this suppression. They have 
been documented in public statements that I have made and have also received attention in the news media. The 
attached letter from the former Intercessors gives an overview of these circumstances and I invite you to read 
that letter which I have approved. For those who seek more detailed information I invite you to go to 
http://www.archomaha.org/newsevents/intercessors.html 

 
The purpose of my letter is not to revisit the circumstances which led to the suppression but to look 

toward the future. In this spirit I ask for your continued prayerful support for the 53 former members of the 
Intercessors who have decided to spend time in community discernment over the next 12 months. During this 
time they will pray and study and seek advice and counsel relating to developing a deeper and more profound 
appreciation of the charism of intercessory prayer. They will also pray and discern how such a charism could be 
of service to the local Church of Omaha as well as to the Universal Church in the context of community life 
sanctioned by the Church in distinct communities of women and men. 

 
Many of you have had questions over the past few days on the use of books written by Nadine Brown 

and on the use of other media that contain her teachings. Prior to the suppression of the Intercessors I appointed 
a trustee to govern the community and help them work on a variety of issues and concerns that had been raised 
as the result of an official visitation I conducted of the community. One of the tasks I gave to the trustee was to 
review these teachings for theological accuracy and conformity to the teaching Magisterium of the Catholic 
Church. As a result of the suppression this review has not taken place. It is therefore not possible to state that 
the teachings of Nadine Brown are free of doctrinal error.  

 
As we move forward I am asking that former companions and all Catholics refrain from using any 

materials and websites associated with Nadine Brown and all other material provided by the former Intercessor 
community. I also ask that you cease “group discernments”. However, if you decide to continue to meet with 
your prayer group, I encourage you to offer prayers of intercession for the needs of priests, for the former 
Intercessors in community discernment, and for our Holy Father’s intentions. I also encourage you to study the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church with special attention given to Part IV: Christian Prayer. If you continue to 
meet in your prayer groups I ask that you do so under the guidance of your Bishop or local pastor.  
 

With best wishes and prayers I am  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Most Reverend George J. Lucas 
Archbishop of Omaha 
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